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Colonial Knob 

 

It’s a gut buster up the steep track and those steps. 

Our stops and conversation kept us going. 

It was Mou who drew attention to the day. 

Tree roots that crossed the path, 

A small stretch of level ground, 

A long, long, upward slope 

Were talked into parables of the way. 

 

Up, up we went through the bush- 

Through the natives, then through the pines- 

Till clumps of long grass appeared along the track 

And the bush no longer formed a tunnel. 

There was blue sky above our heads. 

Then suddenly we were in it – blue sky and grassy slopes. 

‘Oh!’ ‘Oh!’ Suddenly we saw everything. 

C.Lind 
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Minister’s Musings 

Learning where a word comes 
from may change our opinion of 
it. 

I discovered an intriguing 
definition in a book that I was 
reading recently.  It was a 
definition of a Greek word found 
in the Bible - metanoia.  Meta 

means change and noi means 
mind or understanding.  So 
metanoia is a change of mind. 

When we change our mind we 
let go of what we thought, what 
we defended, and accept a new 
and different understanding of 
how things are.  That may also 
mean a different understanding 
of who we are.  Being prepared 
to let go so that something new 
can be entertained is metanoia.   

My book says, in a religious 
sense metanoia amounts to 'the 
commitment to being 
transformed by God.'  We let go 
of what has been holding us back 
and we step into the new space 
God invites us into.  'The 
commitment to being 
transformed by God' makes a 
good description of the Christian 
life.  It's a commitment that is 
made again and again in God's 
direction.  It’s a decision to grow, 
to identify with God and what 
God is doing, not just in us, but 
in the world around us. 

‘The commitment to being 
transformed by God’ can also be 
expressed by communities of 
faith.  These days when most 
churches face huge change 
metanoia is a powerful word.  It 
says the church is not primarily a 
community that is falling over or 
that can't sustain what it once 
did.  First and foremost it’s a 
community committing to being 
transformed by God.  It’s 
committing to having God in its 
future, and to being part of God's 
future in its neighbourhood, city, 
country, world. 

The usual translation of 
metanoia is ‘repentance’.  
'Committing to being 
transformed by God' is less 
heavy and much more 
challenging. 

Have a blessed Christmas. 

Clare Lind  



     The Link___________________________________________________The Link 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 4 

 

Message from the Chair 

 

Lois Hill 

With some beautiful weather 
upon us now I hope everyone is 
looking forward to celebrating 
the Christmas Season with 
family and friends.  At Tawa 
Union Church we celebrate the 
children and youth on Sunday 
13th December and our Music 
Service is on the 20th December, 
both at 9.30am.  I hope you can 
join us for those services to help 
you get into the Christmas Spirit. 

We are grateful that our worries 
about building regulations have 
been dealt with, thanks to the 
knowledge and expertise of our 
Finance and Property group, in 
particular John Melville and Ian 
Harris, who have steered us 
through the difficult 
requirements.  We consider 
ourselves fortunate when so 
many other churches and 
community groups face closure 

because their buildings do not 
reach the required standards. 

Congratulations to our minister 
Clare, who has been granted a 
Sabbatical term of study leave at 
Westminster College in 
Cambridge, England, from 
October to December in 2016. 

We send our thoughts and 
prayers to those in hospital and 
those recuperating at home.  We 
think especially of Eddie Smith 
and his family on the recent 
passing of Phyllis.  She will be 
sorely missed! We also 
remember Betty Taylor, David 
Alexander, Alison Maclean, 
Brian Delaney and their families 
dealing with the loss of their 
loved ones at this time. 

Thank you to people who have 
preached, organized services, 
been part of a work group, or 
had a special role in the way of 
duties and commitment for our 
church.  You are appreciated! 

We hope YOU can find 
something to interest and 
enthuse you as part of our Tawa 
Church community for 2016.  
Maybe you have suggestions 
about something you would like 
to see happen which we could all 
be involved in.  Let us know.   

Have a very happy Christmas 
Season! 

Lois Hill 
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From the left:  Lois Hill, Helen Bichan and Clare Lind 

 

Congratulations Helen! 

On Sunday 1st November, at our 

9.30am Service, we all celebrated 

Dr Helen Bichan’s 50 years as a 

lay preacher.  She was the first 

woman lay preacher for the 

Presbyterian Church and we are 

immensely proud of the fact that 

she is with us at Tawa Union 

Church. 

We call her one of our 

“Treasures” and mostly she is a 

“Hidden” Treasure because she 

is not a person to let others know 

just how hard she works for the 

things she becomes involved in: 

The Children’s Opportunity 

Centre at Cannon’s Creek and 

the role of Children and young 

people in the wider Church; 

Tawa Union Church 

representative to Presbytery; 

representing TUC at numerous 

Church conferences and at times 

presenting papers; past 

Chairperson to our Church 

Council; the Bioethics Council; 

the Museum at Porirua Hospital; 

the volunteer work at Zealandia; 

the Tawa Orchestra; playing the 

flute regularly at the 9.30 

worship service; Family time and 

more are some of her activities 

yet she still has the energy to 

craft beautiful knitting, look after 

grandchildren and babysit for 

friends. 

We are in awe of your 

achievements Helen.  A huge 

thankyou from all of us! 

Lois Hill
___________________________________________ 
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Becoming a Lay Preacher 

By Helen Bichan 

In May 1965 the Presbyterian 

Church of Aotearoa New 

Zealand (PCANZ) ordained its 

first woman minister.   Women 

had been ordained as elders 

from 1955.  The Methodist 

church had ordained their first 

women minister five years 

before PCANZ. 

It was in this context that I 

trained as a lay preacher and 

was licensed 50 years ago. 

I grew up in a manse in Dunedin 

and remember asking theological 

questions from an early age.  

Having heard “neither male nor 

female” in Galatians I was put 

out, as a 10 year old, to discover 

that the church did not allow 

women to become ministers. 

Later, in student days in 

Dunedin, the Student Christian 

Movement (SCM) encouraged 

my interest in theological topics 

through speakers and study 

groups where the discussions 

challenged one’s thinking.    

In late 1960 Ron and I, with our 

first child, moved to Mangakino. 
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Ron was employed to do 
research for PCANZ around the 
issue of why the church was 
failing to connect with ‘working 
class’ people. 

When the government of the day 
stopped the work on Maraetai 2 
dam in 1962, the village 
population fell from 6,000 to 
1,800 residents over a few 
months and the Presbyterian 
minister followed the hydro 
construction workers to Turangi.   
We stayed on and Ron became 
parish minister to the small 
village and extensive rural area.    

At some stage I embarked on the 
Lay Preachers’ course offered by 
PCANZ by correspondence 
through Knox College where 
Presbyterian ministers were 
trained. 

Over three years there were a 
variety of topics with reading, 
assignments and correspondence 
with the tutors – fitted in around 
having two more children and 
occasional relieving in the local 
general practice. 

During this period Ron had 
several bouts of illness and I 
applied what I was learning to 
leading worship as needed. 

When I completed the course I 
was recommended for licensing 
to the Presbytery of Waikato.   

After some argument about 

licensing a woman they agreed. 

So on 5 September 1965 in St 

Paul’s church in Mangakino I 

was licensed as a Lay Preacher.   

Our fourth child was born about 

6 weeks later.   

Since then, I’ve used what I 

learned in the course more often 

away from a pulpit than in it. 

A couple of highlights were to be 

asked to preach, on behalf of 

Wellington Presbytery, at a 

special Nurses’ service in Old St 

Paul’s; and one St Luke’s day to 

be invited to preach by the 

previous vicar of Porirua who 

was strongly opposed to 

women’s ordination. 

What I learned about sermon 

construction and leading 

worship has contributed to my 

preparation of talks and reports 

in a variety of settings.   Study of 

things theological has continued 

to inform my thinking in the 

various places in the church in 

which I have been involved, in 

bioethics, and in other aspects of 

life.   It enriches my spiritual 

journey and provides some 

words for experiences which are 

deeper than words. 

____________________________________ 
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Christmas at Babbitt’s 

By Henry Hallam Tweedy 
1868-1953 

 

On Christmas Eve they filled the house, some fifty guests all told. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, were you left out in the cold?) 

And ate and sang, played cards and danced till early morning light. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, did they think of you that night?) 

Next morning came the presents on a glittering Christmas tree. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, was there any gift for thee?) 

The dinner was a Roman feast, and how the guests did eat. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, were you hungry in the street?) 

Then came some teas, a movie, and at night the last revue. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, what had these to do with you?) 

By midnight all were tired and cross and tumbled into bed. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, did they think that you were dead?) 

They all woke up with headaches and no joy in work or play. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, did they mark your birth that day?) 

The love, the joy were good, no doubt; the rest a pagan spree. 

    (Oh little Lord of Christmas, let us keep the day with thee.) 

 

 supplied by Faith Delaney 
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        Girls’ Brigade Awards 2015 

At the Awards evening on 30th November 2015 Becky Bridge and Rosie 

Fahey received the Brigader Brooch, the Highest National Award, which 

took them three years to complete. 

Also, the following trophies were presented: 

Junior Cup Paige Trewern 

Senior Cup  Tupou Latu 

Pioneers Cup  Rosie Fahey 

Young Leader Award Becky Bridge 

Efficiency Cup Judy Latu 

Encouragement Cup Jessica Ifi 

Best Section Award Moreporks 

Becky Bridge; Lauren Spurdle, 

Sky Tan, Katarina Tokakece,  

Tupou Latu, Emma Calman  

and Jessica Pita. 

 

Making Mosaics 
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Recipient of the Brigader Brooch 

Rosie Fahey 

By Barbara Adams 

Rosie has lived all her life in 
Tawa and is now a year 11 
student at Tawa College.  

Her main subjects this year are 
art, history and economics but 
next year she plans to specialise 
in sciences as well as history.  In 
2014 she was 
awarded the Dean’s 
merit award.  

She is a student 
librarian and is in the 
school orchestra 
where she plays the 
flute. She studied the 
piano for many 
years, starting as a 
year 4 student. She 
now plays mainly for 
her own pleasure. 

Rosie began Girls’ 
Brigade when she was six years 
old as her friends were joining 
up then.  

For the last ten years she has 
been part of the Brigade and 
now has achieved the highest 
national award, the Brigader 
Brooch. This has involved three 
full years of work which have 
included attendance at Church 
and Girls’ Brigade, as well as 40 
hours of community service.  

Rosie has been a volunteer for 
five years, helping with the 
holiday programme at St 
Christopher’s Church where she 
organises craft activities.  

She has many hobbies. She loves 
reading, mostly fiction, and has a 

wide range of 
creative activities 
including painting.  
She is also fond of 
horses and has riding 
instruction at Titahi 
Bay. Although she 
doesn’t have her own 
horse, her love of 
horses led her to 
attend a horse camp 
run by the Scripture 
Union where there 
were opportunities to 
ride horses and learn 

about their care. 

After she leaves college, Rosie 

hopes to study at University. At 

the moment she is looking 

towards studying science 

subjects with the possibility of a 

career in a medical area such as 

pharmacy. With the high 

standard of Rosie’s achievements 

to date, her future prospects look 

very promising. 
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Recipient of the Brigader Brooch 

Becky Bridge 

By Barbara Adams 

Becky was born in Durban, 
South Africa and came to N.Z. 

with her family as a 16 month 
old child.  

She is now a year 11 student at 
Tawa College and has attained 
the highest national award for 

Girls’ Brigade, the 
Brigader Brooch.  

Becky joined Girls’ 
Brigade as a ten year 

old because she 
wanted to get 
involved in a new 
activity. Since then 
she has earned 

badges at all levels 
which included 
educational, 
spiritual, physical 
and social aspects of 

her life.  

The Brigader Brooch requires a 
minimum of three years of 
service, starting from the time 

she became a Pioneer.  As part of 
her community service, Becky 
has helped at Messy Church and 
at Girls’ Brigade meetings.  

She now plans to work towards 

the Queen’s Award which she 
started in July and should 

complete by the end of 2017. This 
is an International Award.  

After her school exams are over, 
she will be a volunteer at the Red 
Cross shop in Tawa.  She is also 
aiming towards a learner driving 
licence.  

Becky’s other 
activities include 
being on school 
council, being on the 

school 40 hour 
famine committee 
and being a member 
of Amnesty Inter-
national.  

She was recently 
selected to take part 
in the National Brain 
Bee competition in 
Auckland, having 

come in the top 10% in N.Z. to 
qualify at neuroscience.  She 
would love to study 
neuroscience when she leaves 

Tawa College. Perhaps in the 
future she may be responsible 
for helping to cure 
neurodegenerative diseases.   

We wish her well in wherever 

her future work and career lead 
her. 
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We have a Dream:  a Men’s Shed 
By David Bray 

The Men’s group at Tawa Union 

Parish have enjoyed a variety of 

speakers who have generously 

given their time to tell us about 

their organisations.   

One speaker came from the 

Men’s Shed in Lower Hutt and 

some of the members of our 

group visited the shed while it 

was being constructed.  Various 

ideas began to form in our group 

and a small group within the 

TUC Men’s began to put some 

ideas together on how we could 

form an active involved group 

doing work within and outside 

our parish. 

Soon it became apparent that we 

wanted to be actively useful.  

One of the groups that has and is 

using us is the Mary Potter 

Hospice.  We have helped clean 

out and set up the Mary Potter 

Hospice Tawa shop as well as 

doing small alterations and 

maintenance work for both the 

Mary Potter Hospice Tawa, 

Newlands and Porirua shops.  

Some of the men who have 

generously given their time are 

Ron Bichan, Jack Fry, Frank 

Taylor, Doug Burrus, Max 

George, Ross Kirvan and others. 

At the moment we are carrying 

out work in the Mary Potter 

Hospice Porirua using their 

shed.  We have put up a mural at 

the entrance way to the hospice 

as well as attending to 

maintenance items and currently 

repairing an unusual set of 

drawers.   

However, we feel that all our 

work has been to the benefit of 

one client and we could broaden 

our usefulness by being available 

to various people throughout the 

parish and community.  This is 

where we strike a big problem: 

we have nowhere to store the 

many tools being donated to us 

nor do we have space from 

which we can work. 

Ron and I have a dream of a 

shed or part thereof where men 

can come and set up all sorts of 

tools and work on various items 

that need building or repairing.  

This will also strengthen the 

men’s group by consolidating 

the group of retired men into a 

useful group with a constructive 

purpose.    

____________________ 
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ThroughBlue 
Supporting and educating women with experience of depression 

By Heidrun Lehmann 

 

Purpose and Service 

In New Zealand, the incidence of 

depression has had a steady rise 

over decades, and the impact is 

far-reaching.  A growing focus in 

recent years has been on the 

value of ongoing support as an 

important way to improve 

wellbeing for sufferers of 

depression.  The strong link 

between making connections 

through a support group with 

resilience and relapse prevention 

is increasingly acknowledged. 

Symptoms of depression can 

have a sudden onset and often 

people seeking support and 

treatment in the health system 

are required to wait several 

months before being able to 

access such services (at a 

considerable cost). 

At this vulnerable time, 

ThroughBlue is able to offer 

instant support – with women 

generally not waiting more than 

a week before attending a 

session. 

Operating for over 18 years as an 

open support group, ThroughBlue 

is a unique service in Wellington.  

We provide ongoing group 

sessions combining peer support 

and professionally facilitated 

educational presentations. 

Attendance 

Any woman in Wellington is 

welcome to attend our regular 

meetings - there is a wide 

spectrum of experience of 

depression in the group - from 

very mild to more severe.  Some 

people may have had depression 

in the past and come along to 

help manage relapses.  It is a 

very diverse group and ranges in 

number from week to week - 

from 3 to 14 people.   

At ThroughBlue, we provide a 

very welcoming, friendly and 

inclusive environment.  

Everyone can participate as 

much as they wish in terms of 

talking about their experience, or 

just sit and observe without 

having to say anything, 

depending on what suits them. 
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There is a structure to the 

meetings, with a new topic each 

week. 

We support people who take 

medication as well as those who 

do not.  The group rules or 

agreements provide safety and 

are regularly revised.  Women 

can attend as they choose – 

whether they come once in a 

while or every week – for short 

or long term. 

We employ the services of two 

professional facilitators 

(counsellors) and a supervisor.  

Pre-school childcare can be 

arranged.  (Please let us know in 

advance if you need this). 

The weekly cost is very low ($10 

waged, $5 unwaged). 

We meet every Friday 12:30 - 

2:30pm, in Willis Street, Central 

Wellington.  Please email 

throughbluenz@gmail.com for 

details and your email will be 

answered by a volunteer within 

a week.   

Or simply check out our website: 

www.throughblue.org.nz..    

_________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Joyce Owen's granddaughter, Alese Butter, owns a café near the station in 

Richmond, London.  On Wednesday 21st October they had a very exciting 

group of visitors.  Alese is shown to the right of Richie McCaw. 

If you want great coffee when in London, visit 'Butter Beans' café. 
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Reverend Thomas Samuel Grace 
By Adrienne Miller 

 

Thomas Samuel Grace was my 

great-great grandfather.  He was 

also a missionary to the Maori 

people, a teller of inconvenient 

truths and a champion for fair 

trade. 

Tom Grace (born 1815) grew up 

in Liverpool.  He attended an 

ordinary grammar school and 

from an early age wanted 

to become a missionary. 

Unfortunately by the 

time Grace was 21 his 

father’s tailoring business 

was struggling and Grace 

was called upon to 

support the family.   He 

was determined to work 

hard and earn enough 

money to be able to 

provide for his parents, 

complete his education and offer 

his services to the Church 

Missionary Society.  He was very 

successful and at the age of 29 

owned a very lucrative painting, 

plumbing and glazier business.  

In 1843 he decided it was time to 

train to become a missionary, so 

he passed the business over to 

his brother John and went to 

study Greek and Latin in 

preparation for theological 

training.  

About this time he also became 

friendly with Agnes Fearon and 

they married shortly before 

Grace entered St Bees theological 

college on the Cumbrian Coast 

near the Lake District. 

On the 20th February 1850 Tom 

and Agnes Grace, and their two 

small children set sail for New 

Zealand.  It was a very long and 

unpleasant voyage and 

in April, while they were 

still at sea, Agnes gave 

birth to their third child. 

Their first posting was 

Gisborne.  In 1850 

Gisborne was a well-

established settlement 

which included traders, 

sailors, whalers and 

craftsman.   

The settlers were a rough 

transient lot and Grace was 

dismayed to see that they 

exploited Maoris’ ignorance of 

general business.  He was also 

concerned that government 

agents made every effort to buy 

Maori land as cheaply as 

possible.   

His mission, he decided, was to 

cater for both the spiritual and 

temporal need of Maori.   
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He was passionate about 

spreading the gospel but he was 

also passionate about social 

justice and became an outspoken 

critic of the settler’s exploitation 

of the Maori.  At the school he 

ran in Gisborne, Grace felt it was 

his duty to educate and 

encourage Maori to learn the 

skills and knowledge needed for 

economic self-sufficiency.  One 

of his brightest and best pupils 

was Te Kooti!   

Grace was a strong tall man who 

was very fit and determined.  He 

was a courageous traveller and 

embarked on many long and 

difficult journeys.  He walked 

miles.   

On one occasion, when they 

were living in Gisborne, he 

needed to attend a meeting in 

Auckland.  He tried get a ship to 

take him there but there was 

none available, so he decided to 

walk.   With a couple of Maori to 

guide him, he walked along an 

old Maori trail through dense 

bush and over steep hills.  It was 

a long and hungry journey.  It 

took over a week to reach 

Tauranga, where Grace was able 

to catch a small trading vessel to 

take him to Auckland.   

There were many difficult 

journeys, but perhaps one of the 

most difficult was the journey 

from Whakatane to Taupo, 

where Grace was to establish a 

mission station.   

The family now consisted of 

Tom and Agnes, their governess 

Miss Smaile and five small 

children including 1 year old 

twins.  One of the twins was my 

great grandfather John Grace.  

Travelling along rough bush 

tracks with five small children 

was difficult enough, but they 

also had 150 packages of 

supplies to take with them.  

Things such as house hold linen, 

cooking utensils, building and 

agriculture tools, books, slates 

and school materials, and even 

windows all needed to be taken 

to Taupo.  They also brought 

with them some pack horses and 

a number of cows. 

They achieved this mammoth 

task by travelling with the 

children until they reached a 

small settlement where Agnes, 

Miss Smaile and the children 

would stay at suitable 

accommodation while Grace, 

with help from friendly Maori, 

would go back and forth for the 

luggage.   

Grace estimated the he walked 

1,500 miles during this trip and 

covered some parts of the route 
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18 times.  The journey took about 

two months and in April 1855 

they finally reached the shores of 

Lake Taupo. 

At Pukawa, on the western side 

on Lake Taupo, Grace 

established his mission station.  

He was keen for Maori to 

become economically 

independent and so established 

an industrial school as well as a 

boarding school.  Sheep farming 

was encouraged and Grace even 

imported machinery so that 

Maori could learn to spin and 

weave.   

Sadly, 1855 was the wrong time 

for such an enterprise.  Cattle 

and sheep began suffering from 

a mysterious disease called 

“bush sickness” and successful 

livestock farming on the central 

plateau was not possible until 

the 1930’s when scientists 

discovered a cobalt deficiency in 

the soil. 

It was also a bad time politically.  

In November 1856, 18 months 

after the Grace family arrived at 

Pukawa, there was a great 

meeting of the North Island 

tribes at Pukawa, and at this 

meeting Te Heu Heu, the 

paramount chief of Tuwharetoa, 

was asked to be become the first 

Maori King.  Te Heu Heu chose 

not to become the king.  Some 

Maori and many Europeans 

alleged that Grace had 

encouraged and even instigated 

the King Movement. 

It was the beginning of turbulent 

times and although the mission 

station was successful for a 

while, tribal conflict, the rise of 

the Hau Hau movement and 

shortage of food made the 

running a mission station at 

Taupo too difficult and 

dangerous.  In October 1863 the 

Grace family decided that it was 

time to leave. 

The family settled in Auckland 

where Grace worked as an 

itinerant missionary among the 

Maori.   

In the 1860s tensions between the 

settlers and Maori increased 

greatly.  By 1864 there were 

12,000 British soldiers in New 

Zealand and many missionaries 

were asked to be Army 

Chaplains.  When Bishop Selwyn 

asked Grace to be an Army 

Chaplain he refused, stating that 

his mission was to work among 

the Maoris. 

But not all missionaries were 

opposed to the presence of 

British troops.  Some, like Rev 

Carl Volkner, believed in 

“firmness tempered with 

mercy”. 
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Volkner had been a private in the 

Prussian army and believed that 

peace should be established by 

“reducing the natives to the 

obedience and acknowledge-

ment of merciful 

government” 

Volkner was a popular 

missionary who was 

stationed in Opotiki in the 

early 1860’s.  He was well 

liked by the local 

Whakatohea people and 

built a lovely church 

which was quite 

substantial for its day.   

However during 1864 Volkner 

supplied Governor Grey with 

information about the movement 

and number of Maori warriors.  

This “spying” angered many 

Maori and when Volkner and his 

wife went to Auckland to escape 

the danger of tribal conflict, 

several members of the local 

Whakatohea tribe warned him to 

stay away.  Unfortunately 

Volkner ignored these warnings 

and in February 1865 he 

returned to Opotiki accompanied 

by Grace. 

At this time the Whakatohea 

people were in disarray.  Conflict 

with other tribes and British 

troops had interrupted the 

planting of crops and the tribe 

was now hungry.  Measles and 

typhoid epidemics had killed a 

quarter of their population.   In 

this state they were open to the 

message of the fanatical 

message of the Hau Hau 

movement.   

When the schooner 

carrying Volkner and 

Grace crossed over the bar 

into the Opotiki River 

neither man realised that 

200 Hau Hau from 

Taranaki were now 

occupying the village.  Only 

when it was too late to cross back 

over the bar, to the safety of 

open water, did they realise that 

the Maori standing in the banks 

of the river were Hau Hau 

fanatics.   They were trapped and 

soon led away to a miserable and 

dirty shed where they were 

imprisoned.  Volkner and Grace 

spent some time praying and 

read 7th Psalm.   

“O lord my God, I take 

refuge in you; 

Save and deliver me from 

all who pursue me” 

They spent a sleepless and noisy 

night as they talked, prayed and 

listened to the sound of the Hau 

Hau noisily discussing their fate. 
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About 2pm the next day, a group 
of 20 men called to Volkner and 
lead him away, while Grace was 
kept prisoner and guarded by 
eight men.   

Volkner was taken to a willow 
tree near the church that he had 
built.  They allowed him to pray, 
then put a rope around his neck 
and hanged him.  It was said that 
they swallowed his eyes and 
drank his blood then dumped 
his body in a pit.  Many days 
later Grace was able to recover 
the remains of the body and give 
him a proper Christian burial. 

The next two weeks of Grace’s 
life were uncomfortable and 
uncertain.  He was able to 
wander around the village but 
was watched constantly, so had 
no chance to escape. 

There were rumours that 
he might be taken to 
Pukawa on the banks of 
Lake Taupo to be 
executed by Hau Hau 
fanatics associated with 
Tuwharetoa and there 
were promises that he 
would be freed in 
exchange for a Maori 
chief imprisoned at 
Tauranga.   

When the news, of Karl Volker’s 
death and the imprisonment of 
Grace, and the sailors who 
accompanied him, reached 
Auckland, the ship HMS Eclipse 

was dispatched to try to attempt 
a rescue.  On 16 March the 
Eclipse anchored close to Opotiki 
beach.  Grace and the 
imprisoned seamen were able to 
grab a small boat and row 
quietly out to the safety of the 
warship 

In 1871 Grace was offered a post 
at Tauranga which he gladly 
accepted and remained there 
until he died in 1879. 

An unsung heroine in the story 
is Agnes Grace.  She was married 
to a very determined and no 
doubt difficult man who was 
often away on long and 
dangerous travels.  When Grace 
was away it was Agnes who was 
the missionary in residence.  She 
had to endure very primitive 
housing, and frequently saw her 

family short of food.  As 
well as raising a very 
large family, she taught 
English, scripture, music 
and household manners 
to young Maori.  It was a 
hard life but Agnes like 
Tom had a strong faith 
which kept her going 
through many very 
difficult times. 

After Tom died Agnes 
stayed in Tauranga for a 

few years then moved to Nelson 
to live with her daughter Lilly.  
She died in February 1891. 
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A Letter from Christchurch 

Hugh and Jane Catto 

Greetings to our friends at Tawa Union Church. 
 

It only seems like yesterday 

when we announced to you all 

that we were moving to 

Christchurch.   

There have been a lot of changes 

in our lives during this year.  We 

have all celebrated birthdays 

since we left Tawa, however the 

older family members 

acknowledge that age is only a 

number and not worth declaring.  

The younger members of our 

clan have both celebrated major 

milestones, Laura turned 18 in 

March and is looking forward to 

exercising her right to vote with 

the upcoming flag referendum,  

Nicholas turned 21 in September 

and now has the 'key of the 

door'. 

We finally left Wellington at the 

end of January to begin the next 

stage of our family journey.  The 

first month was difficult in many 

ways.  We were waiting for our 

new house to be completed and 

were living out of suitcases as we 

camped in temporary 

accommodation.   

Laura was with us for the first 

three weeks before we took her 

to Dunedin to begin her first 

year of study at Otago 

University.   

We also moved at this point into 

our second temporary holiday 

home, but by now the news of 

the completion of our house was 

promising.  Everything was 

finished; we were just waiting 

for Code of Compliance to be 

issued so that we could move in. 

Good things come to those that 

wait and we eventually took 

possession and moved into our 

new home at the end of 

February.  It was a great feeling 

to finally have all our treasures 

around us as we began to settle 

into our new environment. 

The suburb we have moved to, 

Wigram Skies, is the land that 

used to be the old air force base 

and is to the south west of the 

city centre.  It is a new but 

rapidly growing area being 

developed by Ngai Tahu.   
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The original plan was for the 

suburb to be completed in 25 

years, but due to the earthquakes 

and the desire people had for 

stable land it will now be full 

within seven years.   

We were initially surrounded by 

building sites in various stages of 

completion, with only one other 

couple living in the block nearby.  

We have watched the area 

around us fill up as houses have 

slowly been completed and the 

park across the road has changed 

from a dust bowl to a grass park 

complete with tennis court.   

Hugh continued working for 

Kiwibank doing the same work 

in a different location.  They are 

still working out of temporary 

office facilities in Sydenham 

while they are waiting for new 

office facilities to be completed 

in the central city; they are not 

expecting to be back in the 

central city until 2017 or even 

slightly later.  He is part of a 

small team of two with 

involvement with staff in 

Wellington and Auckland.   

I am working full time for Fulton 

Hogan as a Payroll 

Administrator, a role that has 

taken me back to the type of 

work I did before Nicholas was 

born.   

It was a steep learning curve 

initially, but I enjoy the challenge 

that the work presents me with 

each week and the team are 

really great to work with.   

Nicholas is just completing the 

third year of his Engineering 

Degree - this is a four year 

degree.  He is working hard and 

getting grades to be proud of.   

One of the huge positives of our 

move to Christchurch was to be 

able to be closer to him and to be 

able to enjoy his singing 

performances.  He is singing 

with Christchurch Youth Choir 

and is Musical Director of the 

UC Glee Club (this is an all-

comers group who enjoy singing 

and performing).  He has also 

performed in a NZ Music month 

show with the UC Music Society.   

Laura has survived her first year 

at Otago University studying 

towards a Batchelor of Science 

majoring in Genetics.  She settled 

in well and worked hard and has 

enjoyed grades reflective of her 

efforts.   

She survived the winter and has 

some great photos of the snow 

and is now proficient at walking 

on black ice and through the 

snow.   
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She has made some great new 
friends in her Hall of Residence, 
strangely enough most of them 
from Christchurch.  She has a flat 
sorted for next year with three 
others, and they are celebrating 
the fact that it is insulated - 
something anyone who has lived 
in Dunedin will appreciate is a 
great asset.   

We are still on a journey as we 
look for a church community 
that best fits our needs.  You lot 
in Tawa are very difficult to 
replace and we have come to 
realise what a special place and 
time in our lives this was.   

A major part of the church we 
are looking for is a community 
that is welcoming near to where 
we live.  We have found a couple 
that we felt might be worth 
exploring further, but they 

haven't ticked all our boxes yet.  
We will keep looking for a 
church community that we feel 
best suits our needs.   

There is no rush........  as we class 
ourselves as the Southern Branch 
of TUC.  After all in our first 
three months we had pastoral 
contacts with Faith Delaney, 
Murray and Elspeth Chiles, Ian 
and Karen Harris. 

Thinking of you all and wishing 
you a blessed and peace filled 
Christmas. 

Love 
Hugh & Jane Catto 

Ps: The roses that we bought 
with the vouchers you so kindly 
gave us are flourishing and 
beginning to bloom.  A constant 
reminder of you all...... 

___________________________________________-

Practical Diagnoses 

A man was visiting an institution 

for those with severe intellectual 

disabilities. 

“What criteria do you use to 

determine when a person has 

lost his faculties enough to 

require institutionalisation?” he 

asked the administrator. 

“We have a simple test” said the 

administrator.   

“We put the person in a room 
with a bathtub full of water, give 
them a bucket and a teaspoon 
and ask them to empty the 
bathtub.” 

“I see,“ said the man.  “A 
rational person would use the 
bucket so the job would be done 
more quickly?” 

“No,” said the administrator.  “A 
rational person would pull the 
plug.  Would you prefer a bed by 
the wall or by a window?”  



 

 
 

 

Post Script: 

Thanks to the contributors to this issue of The Link: 

Clare Lind Lois Hill 

Barbara Adams David Bray 

Leanne Bridge Faith Delaney 

Heidrun Lehmann Adrienne Miller 

Ngaire Robinson 

And last but not least 

       Jane and Hugh Catto from Christchurch 

 
 

Keeping in touch… With this edition of The Link we are again including a space in our 

address panel (below) for your Pastoral Contact person (your Parish Visitor) to write their 
name and phone number.  This means that you will know who has delivered your newsletter 
if personal contact was not able to be made at the time.  If you would like to contact 
someone about a pastoral matter, then you will have the phone number to make a call.
 Elspeth Chiles, Pastoral Convener, Phone 232-4554 
 

 

 

Rev. Clare Lind, Minister Leanne Bridge, Church Administrator 
P O Box 51-019, Tawa.   Phone 232 8844 
Wellington Email: tawa_union@orcon.net.nz 
 
 The Link was delivered by: (Your Pastoral  
 Phone: contact person) 
 
The Link is prepared for Tawa Union Church by Graham Ellett, Ph 232 6488 and 
members of Tawa Union Church. (Graham’s email: ellettg@clear.net.nz ) 
Statements made, or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Ministry or the Church Council unless directly quoted. 

 



 

 
 

 

Giovaniah Mailau's baptism 

 

 

Sesa Kaulamatoa's headstone 


