May 2016

Tui: A Symphony of Colour – Bryan Pannett
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At our last Church Council we
were talking about the issue of
Spiritual Vitality. We had a pile
of photos from our church photo
competition and we each chose
one that said something about
how we experience God.
It
didn't take people long to
choose.

Minister’s Musings
These days our Church Council
meetings start with a discussion
and this year we are working our
way through the Moderator's
Green Paper. The Green Paper is
part of an ongoing conversation
that Andrew Norton, the
PCANZ moderator, has been
having with the church at all
levels, about critical issues facing
the church.
You can find copies of it through
the following link http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/
moderator-releases-greenvolunteers-papers

Someone chose an image of a
grey stone archway with the sun
just peeking round the corner
and said something about God
bringing light and hope in the
middle of the drab and the grey.
Someone else had a picture of a
beach at sunset and a calm sea,
and talked about God being a
place of peace for them.
There was a photo of light
breaking through a tangle of tree
branches, and someone talked
about their experience of finding
the light of God in a very dark
and desperate place in their life.
In another photo there was a set
of stairs leading up into the light
and the person who chose it
talked about the hard slog of
discipleship and the hope in God
that keeps us going.
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Another person chose a picture
of an upturned paua shell sitting
on a rocky shore and talked
about God bringing out the
treasure that lies within us and
alerting us to the treasure that
there is in those around us.
There was a photo of a child
closely surrounded by all her
soft toys. The person who chose
that talked about connection
with God and about how God is
present in our connections with
one another.
These are all wonderful ways of
talking about God and the way
God has shaped and continues to
shape our living. None of them
were based on a formula or set of
propositions.
All of them
reflected in some way the
spiritual experience of people in
our own congregation.
We extended the question and
asked, 'So what is the good news
people with this sort of
experience have to share?'

If our experience of God is one of
connectedness to God and to
God in others, what is the good
news we bring to places where
relationships are broken and
communities are fractured?
If God is a place of deep peace
for us and the world around us
is turbulent and hyperactive,
what is the good news we must
learn to live in the midst of that
world and announce to it.
If we know the beauty and the
warmth of God's love and light
breaking through the tangle of
things that surround us, surely
that is a hope to be shared in
word
and
deed
in
an
overburdened, flustered world.
None of that is a formula or a set
of propositions either.
Let's live out of what we know of
God. Let's not be silenced by
what we don't know or what we
don't want to be associated with.
Clare Lind

_________________________________________________

Thought for Music Month:
Music is the only language in which you cannot say a mean or sarcastic
word.
Anon
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Message from the Chair

Lois Hill
This is a last “hello” from me as
Chairperson, as my six years
(only two terms of three years
are allowed) finish at the AGM
in August.
The exchange service with
Johnsonville in late January was
enjoyed by many as were the
Easter Services. Thank you to
the singers who led the Easter
Sunday service so well!
We have celebrated the lives of a
number of long time serving
members this year so far and
thanks indeed must go to the
women who catered for the very
large gatherings as a result of
these funerals. Our love and
support goes out to the families
dealing with these bereavements.
On Saturday 30th April, we were
beautifully entertained by the
U3A choir at our “Friends”
afternoon tea.

On the morning of Sunday 1st
May we celebrated “FakaMe”
with the Tongan Junior and
Senior Sunday School and
families. Throughout the other
four Sunday’s in May we will
celebrate “Music Month” with
Mother’s Day, Young Musicians
performing, The Brass Band and
Tawa’s Composers of Hymns.
An interesting month!
Thank you all so much for
making this chairmanship so
enjoyable
and
interesting.
Between us all we have covered
a lot of ground and made Tawa
Union
Church
a
notable
landmark for happenings in
Tawa, whether it be for a
“Political Candidates” meeting, a
“Hop
In”
or
“Musical
Playgroup” for mothers with
young children or our very
active Pastoral Care group
“caring”
for
the
Tawa
community as they do so well.
There is such a variety with so
many weekly activities to be part
of. Do take the time to visit our
website or call our administrator
to see if we offer something you
may enjoy being part of.
You have all done such a good
job over these last six years. I am
so proud to belong to Tawa
Union Church because of your
commitments.
A sincere thankyou to you all!
Lois Hill
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Fakame
Children’s Day was celebrated by our Tongan community on 1st May.
It was a privilege to share in the colour and excitement of the ceremony.
Here are a couple of images to remind you.

Mou and Lotu discussing the fare for the heavenly express.

Tuamilie. Judy and Loko in an action dance.
____________________________________________________________________
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Musical Playgroup
By Rona Belcher
Musical Playgroup was started
by Clare Morrison (was then
called POPs - Parents of Preschoolers) and has been going
for many years. Initially the
young mothers had Tawa Union
Youth Group connections.

Elspeth Chile’s music session
includes
singing,
rhythm,
movement, playing instruments,
learning positional language,
colours and counting.
The
morning usually starts with the
music, followed by Barbara
Russell’s beautifully presented
and creative morning tea.
Children’s
birthdays
are
celebrated with a birthday cake,
and there are presents at
Christmas!

The Musical Playgroup is a
friendly
group
of
young
mothers, fathers, grandparents,
and child minders who meet along with their pre-school
children - in Stephen’s Lounge
We are assisted by Gretta
each two months for a morning
Dymond, Margaret Balneaves
of music, play, fun, and morning
and Cristina Tiano.
tea.
____________________________________________________________________
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Our numbers vary – 20 children
last Christmas and 15 on average
for the past 12 months.

We meet ….
When :
second
each even month

Friday

of

What time: 10-11:30am
Where:
Stephen’s Lounge,
Tawa Union Church, Elena Place
Dates for the rest of the year:
Friday, 10 June,
Friday, 12 August,
Friday 14 October and
Friday 9 December

There is always room for more
children!! We would welcome
along any pre-school children
and
their
parents
and/or
grandparent from both the
church family and the wider
community.
Any enquiries to Rona Belcher
232 4675, or just come along on
10 June! You’ll be made very
welcome!

___________________________________________

2015-16 Photo Competition
(Drumroll) And the winners are:

Feather Fur and Fin
Winner
Highly Commended

Bryan Pannett
Maia Lehmann

Tui, a Symphony of Colour
I am Watching You

Light
Winner
Highly Commended

Heidrun Lehmann
Elspeth Chiles

New Plymouth Bridge
Last Light- Kapiti

Reading the Signs
Winner
Highly Commended

Leanne Bridge
Don Lind

Elena Place Footpath
Our Little Secret

12 years and under
Winner
Highly Commended

Mari Kocamahhul
Annika Lehmann

Bird, Watching
Peacock
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Victorian Heritage Festival
By Marjorie Todd
For several years the South
Island town of Oamaru has
organised a Victorian Festival
where
locals
and
visitors
participate in activities, dressing
up accordingly.
In 2015 the
theme for the Festival was Alice
in Wonderland.
The Todd family (Jeff and Glenys
Todd, Pat Todd, Marjorie Todd,
Anne and David Coulter) have
been meeting once a year for the
past 15 years at various locations
in New Zealand. In November
2015 we arranged to meet in
Oamaru and take part in the
Victorian Festival.
We all met in
Dunedin
and
travelled
to
Oamaru in a seven
seater
“people
mover.”
Thursday
12th
November was the
Grand Opening at
the Opera House.
Marjorie attended
as
a
Victorian
housemaid
and
helped
pass
around the canapes
at the function.

Friday 13th we attended a
breakfast with the “Walrus and
the Carpenter.” Boarded a train
– everyone in costume – and
travelled the short distance to a
Portside Café.
Following a
cooked breakfast, a poem was
read, then a toast in honour of
the 150th anniversary of the
writing of the book “Alice in
Wonderland” by Lewis Carroll.
The toast included an oyster in
the glass. That afternoon the
Repertory Society put on a
pantomime
of
Alice
in
Wonderland.
Saturday saw us
travelling
to
Oamaru to visit a
niece,
passing
through
Richie
McCaw
country
and going on to see
the Clay Cliffs.
Back in Oamaru
that evening we
took part in a
Murder
Mystery
Dinner, where the
White Rabbit was
the culprit.
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Marjorie and Anne as two Alice in Wonderlands, David as the Mad Hatter,
with Pat, Glenys and Jeff in Victorian costumes
The Oamaru Botanical Gardens
were an ideal setting for the Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party.

Choir – David Coulter is a
member of the choir.
A most enjoyable family get
together.

Our week ended in Dunedin
attending the RSA Male Voice
____________________________________

Did you know?
In English pubs, ale was ordered by pints and quarts. So in olden day’s
England, when customers got unruly, the bartender would yell at them,
“Mind your pints and quarts, and settle down.”
It’s where we get the phrase “Mind your P’s and Q’s”
____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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Friends’ Afternoon: 30 April 2016
By Elspeth Chiles
On a sunny autumn afternoon
62 people gathered for the
Friends’ Afternoon in the Church
Hall. ‘The U3A Singers’ brought
the grand total up to 86.
The purpose of the Friends’
Afternoon is to have a social
afternoon, to catch up with
people
who
have left Tawa,
and for local
people
to
reunite
with
those
they
have not seen
for some time.
As part of
these
afternoons
there is entertainment followed
by an afternoon tea.
We were pleased to welcome
friends from the Kapiti Coast,
Summerset Retirement Villages
from Kapiti and Aotea, Malvina
Major and Longview. Families
of choir members were also
present and of course our local
supportive Tawa Union Church
folk.

Our entertainers ‘The U3A
Singers,’ were ably led by their
conductor Jancis Potter. Lydia
Middlemiss was the talented
accompanist who played the
piano for the group.
Prior to this year the choir
members were women. This year
men
were
invited to join
the choir and
they
are
enjoying their
involvement.
A light hearted
song
‘All
God’s
Creatures have
a place in the
Choir’ began the programme
followed by ‘All by Myself.’
Next a couple of classical pieces
were presented - Bizet’s ‘In the
Depths of the Temple’ from ‘The
Pearl
Fishers’
and
Mendelssohn’s ‘I Would That
My Love.’ Jancis spoke about
the background of each piece
before the choir sang which was
appreciated by us all.
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Jancis
had
collated
booklets with a
selection
of
songs suitable
for sing-a-longs
which proved to
be
very
successful.

Jancis
had
organised a well
put
together
programme
with variety for
us all to enjoy.

It was a delight
to
see
the
sparkle on faces
when we all sang a couple of the
Seekers favourites – ‘A World of
our Own’ and ‘The Carnival is
Over.’
Music from the shows
followed with ‘Starlight Express’
and ‘This Nearly was Mine’ from
‘South Pacific.’
We all sang ‘Amazing Grace’ and
the
choir
concluded
the
entertainment by singing ‘The
Rhythm of Life.’ These last two
numbers in the grand finale were
especially very well received.

Clare
Lind
spoke
and
offered a prayer
of thanks before
we all had a
wonderful
afternoon tea which was prepared
and served by the Pastoral Care
Workgroup. The husbands of the
Pastoral Group were involved in
preparations before and after the
event.
There was a buzz of chatter until
home time! A great afternoon was
enjoyed by all.

_________________________
Some thoughts from an Amish mother:
Hugging is healthy. It helps the
body’s immune system. It cures
depression. It reduces stress. It’s
rejuvenating.
It has no
unpleasant side effects. Hugging
is all natural, organic, naturally
sweet and is 100% wholesome. It
contains no pesticides, no
preservatives,
no
artificial

ingredients.
There are no
moveable parts, no batteries to
wear out, no periodic check-ups,
no insurance requirements and
no monthly payments.
It is
inflation proof, non-fattening,
theft proof, non-taxable, nonpolluting and is, of course, fully
returnable.
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Seven Wonders of the World
Some students were studying the Seven Wonders of the World. After some
animated discussion they were asked to come up with their own list.
Though there was some disagreement, the following received the most
votes:
1.

Egypt’s Great Pyramids

2.

The Taj Mahal in India

3.

The Grand Canyon in Arizona

4.

The Panama Canal

5.

The Empire State Building, New York

6.

St Peter’s Basilica, Rome

7.

China’s Great Wall

While gathering the votes, the teacher noted one student hadn’t handed in
her paper yet. So she asked the girl if she was having trouble with her list.
“Yes,” she replied, “A little. I couldn’t make up my mind because there are
so many.” The teacher said, “Well, tell us what you have, and maybe we
can help.”
The girl hesitated then read:
“I think the Seven Wonders of the World are:
1.

To touch

2.

To taste

3.

To see

4.

To hear (then she hesitated a little, and added

5.

To feel

6.

To laugh

7.

To love.”

The room was so quiet you could have heard a pin drop.
Let us take this story as a gentle reminder not to overlook the simple and
ordinary that really are the most wonderful. And that we don’t have to
travel anywhere to experience them.
____________________________________________________________________
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I Would Pick More Daisies
If I had my life to live over again,
I’d try to make more mistakes
next time.

Oh, I have had my moments, and
if I had to do it over again I
would have more of them.

I would relax.

In fact, I’d try to have nothing
else, just moments, one after
another, instead of living so
many years ahead each day.

I would limber up.
I would be sillier than I have
been on this trip.

I would be crazier.

I’ve been one of those people
who never go anywhere without
a thermometer, a hot-water
bottle, a gargle, a raincoat,
aspirin and a parachute.

I would climb more mountains,
swim more rivers, and watch
more sunsets.

If I had to do it over again, I
would go places, do things, and
travel lighter than I have.

I would do more walking and
looking.

If I had my life to live over, I
would start barefoot earlier in
the spring and stay that way
later in the fall.

I know of very few things I
would take seriously.
I would travel more.

I would eat more ice-cream and
less beans.
I would have more actual
troubles and fewer imaginary
ones.
You see, I’m one of those people
who lives life carefully and
sensibly, avoiding risks, hour
after hour and day after day.

I would skip school more. I
wouldn’t get such good marks,
except by accident.
I would ride on more merry-gorounds.
I’d pick more daisies.
Brother Jeremiah
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A review
“The Visitor” DVD (2007)
By Karen Harris
“In a world of six billion people, it only takes one to change your life”

Last term, Faith Explorers
followed a Lent study guide
published by the Anglican
Church last year, “Generous
Hospitality –Making Room at the
Table”. The six studies were
based on Luke’s gospel and were
focused on a different aspect of
hospitality.
Each study was
accompanied by a suggested
movie linked to the week’s
theme.
One evening we watched “The
Visitor” in which a recently
widowed professor travels back
to New York to attend a
conference. He returns to his
city apartment only to find a
young couple already living
there.

and he finds a passion he
thought he had lost long ago.
The strangers are thrown
together and each is vulnerable
and powerless – each is radically
changed by the experience.
Several
themes
around
hospitality
are
explored
including identity, cross-cultural
communication
and
immigration.
We highly recommend this film.
“A heartfelt human drama that
sneaks up and floors you” (Peter
Travers, Rolling Stone).
It is available at Central Library
and can be reserved for
collection at your local library for
viewing at home.

Walter finds himself compelled
to help his new friends as
challenges arise for his tenants
_________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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Post Script:
Thanks to the contributors to this issue of The Link:
Clare Lind
Rona Belcher
Elspeth Chiles
Karen Harris
Bryan Pannett
Marjorie Todd

Lois Hill
Leanne Bridge
Faith Delaney
Mari Kocamahhul
Ngaire Robinson

Keeping in touch… With this edition of The Link we are again including a space in our

address panel (below) for your Pastoral Contact person (your Parish Visitor) to write their
name and phone number. This means that you will know who has delivered your newsletter
if personal contact was not able to be made at the time. If you would like to contact
someone about a pastoral matter, then you will have the phone number to make a call.
Elspeth Chiles, Pastoral Convener, Phone 232-4554

Rev. Clare Lind, Minister
P O Box 51-019, Tawa.
Wellington
The Link was delivered by:
Phone:

Leanne Bridge, Church Administrator
Phone 232 8844
Email: tawa_union@orcon.net.nz
(Your Pastoral
contact person)

The Link is prepared for Tawa Union Church by Graham Ellett, Ph 232 6488 and
members of Tawa Union Church.
(Graham’s email: ellettg@clear.net.nz )
Statements made, or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Ministry or the Church Council unless directly quoted.
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A Summer Paddle - Mari Kocamahhul

Day is done, gone the sun - Leanne Bridge

