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April 2018 

The 

Link 

A Harvest Festival Visitor 

Gina Wong, who is in charge of the Wesley 

Community Action Garden and connected ac-

tivities, came along to update us on Wesley’s 

work in Porirua, during our All age Harvest Ser-

vice a couple of weeks ago.  

Recently Wesley has linked into a Food Co-op 

which gives a week’s supply of fruit & vegeta-

bles for a family for just $12. Cooking Classes 

have continued to teach people how the vege-

tables can be used. Gina is also working with a 

school teaching children how to cook healthy 

food. The focus is on passing on skills that will 

enable people to look after their own well be-

ing and that of their family.  

Gina Wong talks to Tawa Union Church 

Harvest Festival birdfeeders & cardboard  

furniture, all from recycling 

• Pull tab cans are handy because 

not everyone has a can opener. 

• Toiletries and cleaners are al-

ways useful. 

• Some clients are homeless and 

are not in a position to cook 

things. 

Gina thanked us for the weekly contri-

butions to the Foodbank which is still 

necessary as a backstop 

Gina’s tips about purchasing for 

the Food Bank 

Fakame is coming up. Come and enjoy a  

colourful worship service with our Tongan 

congregation—May 6th at 9.30am. 
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From the Chair  

of Church Council 
Easter is a very special event in Samoa’s 
calendar, even if you’re not religious. 
Most shops close and everyone looks for-
ward to staying home with loved ones 
during the long weekend.  
 

The mist of the Sunday umu, food cooked on hot stones, 
along with its delicious scent lingers throughout the vil-
lage. Families get up at 5am in the morning to cook the 
to’onai. (Samoan feast) 
 

It is a must to attend the Easter service because of the 
spectacular biblical items and hymn music in appreciation 
of the love of God. Before the service starts, children line 
up and walk into the church singing, carrying palms 
branches and chanting famous Easter hymns that pro-
claim, ”Jesus is Lord”. In the evening, the church minister 
spends time with the youth and Sunday school in devo-
tions and singing, followed by refreshments. It is often a 
very emotional day from a Christian perspective. You can 
feel the presence of God in the services. 
 

After the service, families head home to spend quality time 
together and enjoy the to’onai. It is a good time to relax at 
home and get over the crunchy part of the pork. Around 
Easter time that the rainy season ends and the weather 
improves, so you can also enjoy Samoa’s gorgeous beaches 
on a nice Easter Day.  
 

So Easter in Samoa is about honouring the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, and sharing a big to’onai and 
time with the extended family. I can recommend it! 
 Alapua Poasa 

From the  

Minister 
A colleague of mine was 
looking forward to the 
fact that Easter Day and 
April Fool’s Day shared 
the same date this year—
something that last happened 62 years 
ago. I am not sure whether she was hoping 
to play pranks on the congregation or 
whether she was hoping that because it 
was such a high and holy day no one would 
dream of playing pranks on her. 

There is a certain aptness, though, about 
the two days sharing the same date. First-
ly, the Easter events are in one sense a  
celebration and acknowledgement of 
God’s foolish love for humanity- a love 
that is seen in the folly of the cross that is 
flipped over into comedy by the resurrec-
tion. ‘Jesus is crowned among confession 
and tears, and great laughter,’ the writer 
theologian Frederick Buechner says. 

Secondly, the Easter events with God’s 
verdict of the resurrection upend givens 
and assumptions about how things work 
and how life is meant to run. In the upside 
down order of God in Jesus, the foolish 
and simple may be wise, the bottom may 
be the top and the weak have the most 
powerful ally– which raises the question, 
‘If God is like this who are the real fools?’           
Clare Lind 

Lectures mark Lloyd Geering’s 100th  
by Ian Harris 

Ron Bichan - a member of Faith Explorers - arranged for 3 
speakers to  present a series of lectures to acknowledge 
Sir Lloyd Geering’s 100th birthday. 

The series, arranged under the auspices of U3A, was held 
at TUC during March.  The lectures were 'A Porthole on 
Jesus and the Origin of Christianity ' by Rev Dr Jim Veitch, 
'Portholes on the Bible'  by Rev Dr Jim Cunningham and 
'Portholes on Theology Today' by journalist Ian Harris.  We 
were very pleased with how they went. The lectures were 
thought provoking and informative, generating considera-
ble discussion. Lloyd Geering was able to attend all the 
lectures engaging with the lecturers and the 40 to 50 
attendees over a light lunch provided by TUC. 

Ian Harris (the other one), Sir Lloyd,  
Jim Cunningham and Ron Bichan outside TUC. 
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Winning photos clockwise from top left;- Close Up, Flax Leaf- 

Heidrun Lehmann; (Re)Cycling on the Tin Horse Highway -

Gretta Dymond; Storm’s Coming - Heather Saunders, Kea 

Camouflage - Eva Lew. 

Photo Competition Results 
Categories for this year’s competition were Leaf, Recycled, 
Weather and 12 Years and Under. 

Congratulations to the winners and runners up  to the TUC 
Great Summer Picture Show 2018. Three of them had never 
entered before! 

Winners  Heidrun Lehmann, Gretta Dymond,  

   Heather Saunders and Eva Lew. 

Runners up  Maia Lehmann, Lavinia Nuku and  

   Linda Medcalf 

 

The great secret, the great mystery is this: there is 

a heart of the world and this heart is the heart of 

Christ. 

Teilhard de Chardin 

Friends’ & Community 

Afternoon 

Saturday 28th April, 2pm in  

the Church Hall 

Entertainment: ‘Revelry’ - a quartet 

from Wellington City Chorus 
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Laying the floor at Tawa MenzShed. In about 4 weeks there will be 

a call put out for help with building work benches. 

Rachel’s Patō 
At the last Young Adult’s Service, Rachel Hall, (David Kaulamatoa’s 

grand daughter) brought along an electronic version of a tradition-

al Tongan lali drum. Rachel had designed and made it as a project 

towards her honour’s degree in Industrial Design.. Her brother,  

Jeremy was on hand to demonstrate it. 

 

The drum is very portable and can be tuned and amplified. We 

thought it was  beautiful object, and an international design panel 

agreed. Last year Rachel travelled to Singapore to receive a pres-

tigious Red Dot Award. Congratulations from TUC, Rachel. 

Shirley Retires 

 

Shirley has been on the flower ros-
ter for the Church since she start-
ed at St Luke’s church with Meg 
Tod in 1989  After we all joined at 
Elena Pl, she continued on the ros-
ter, eventually taking over as the 
organizer.   

We have all benefitted from what 
she has done, and as she retires 
after 29 years we wish her well 
and say thank you for a job well 
done. 

The Present of the Present 
 
The Present is a present 

God’s gift to us Today 

to be used to shape our Future 

in ways we can’t yet say. 

 

Today we have remembrance 

Of our many Yesterdays 

some of which we’ve learned from 

some just a passing phase. 

 

The Present’s filled with memories 

Those of joy and those of sorrow 

Let’s build on them and learn from 

them 

To build a good Tomorrow. 

 

For there only is the Present 

The Past just takes to tell 

but the Future will be greatly blessed 

if we use God’s Present well. 

A Work in Progress 

Faith Explorers 

Faith Explorers meets on Monday evenings at 7.30pm during 

term time.  If you are interested in contemporary Christian  

understanding please consider joining us. Contact the church 

office, ( tawa_union@orcon.net.nz ) or Linda for details. 


