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The 

Link 

From our Ministry Intern for 2019   

My name is Sian Scannell. I live in Upper Hutt with 

my husband Kerry. We have three adult sons; 

Rhys, Blair and Kieran. I have been worshipping 

with Silverstream Presbyterian Church since 2001 

and have been youth leader and member of ses-

sion for a large chunk of that time.  

I served in the RNZAF in the early 1990s. I           

returned to work as a civilian for the NZDF and my 

latest role has been Administrator for the Chap-

lains. This was a part time role as I completed my 

Theology Degree. 

I am looking forward to starting with you in       

February as I begin the next step in my journey   

towards ordained ministry in the Presbyterian church. I am excited to be able to learn from 

you and your minister and to do my best for your community in the process. 

 

 The CWS Christmas Appeal theme for 2018 is Be the Lifeline. Tawa Union Church was     

responsible for producing some of this year’s appeal  resource material - writing prayers &  

candle lighting words  & making banners. 
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From the Chair  

of Church Council 
Talofa lava 

Tawa Union Church affirms everyone, a 

reflection of our Christ Centred approach. 

Throughout the year there have been 

some challenges and joys. Helping to face the challenges 

are the united efforts of our members  sharing the load.   

Christmas can be  challenging for families already facing 

difficulties. Let’s not forget those who are vulnerable due 

to family violence and substance abuse.   As a church, we 

are to be role models promoting healthy living free from 

abuse. Women and children are mostly the victims. Please 

keep them in our prayers. 

Let’s rejoice in our differences and the gift of being able to 

live harmoniously with each other in the name of Jesus.  

We belong together. 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members 

do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use 

them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our 

serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who ex-

horts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; 

the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, 

with cheerfulness. ( Romans 12:4-8 ). 

MANUIA LE KIRISIMASI MA LE TAUSAGA FOU. MERRY 

XMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.   Alapua Poasa 

From the  

Minister 
Towards the end of Octo-
ber we held the CWS All 
Age Advent Workshop. 
Generally our All Age ser-
vices have a sedentary 
option where people can sit and listen—no 
such luxury for this one. It was all hands on 
deck to get the tasks done. To those of you 
who usually prefer to sit, thank you for 
your tolerance.  

The material is now up on the internet 
(Google-  christmasappeal.org.nz/for 
churches) , alongside some material from 
Rev Susan Jones from St Andrew’s in the 
City. There are some genuinely useful,   
creative resources there, and what we 
helped to produce is being used by church-
es throughout New Zealand, who are    
participating in the Appeal. We can be 
proud of what we achieved together.  

Visitors that day were impressed with  
people’s willingness to pitch in. Reflecting 
on it I have to say it was TUC at its best - at 
worship, active, serving others, trying to 
be mindful of those who have very little, 
working together across ages and cultures.  

May the thinking you have already done 
on Advent enrich this special time of the 
year for you.    

Clare Lind 

MenzShed Tawa Opens 
On Saturday November 17 the MenzShed 
officially opened  -21 months after the  
election of its first committee, 7 years (give 
or take)  after Ron Bichan and David Bray 
first dreamed of it. 

It was a joyful occasion. The Learner’s Band 
played, The U3A Choir and a Barbershop 
sang. The Northern City Councillors and  
local MPs were there and the Mayor cut the 
ribbon. The Shed is open on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays from 10am –1pm. Check out the 
website for more details.                       
http://tawamenzshed.42degrees.nz/ 
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White Sunday 2018 
This year, in recognition of our Samoan families, Tawa Union 
Church celebrated White Sunday for the first time.  
 
In Samoa, White Sunday always falls on the second Sunday 
of October .The Monday following is a public holiday for  
everyone. This is one of the most important occasions in Sa-
moa as our parents and communities celebrate and 
acknowledge childhood by organizing special programmes 
during church services, that includes scriptural recita-
tions,  acting stories from the bible, and creative songs/
dance performances.  
This is also a day where children gets to wear new clothes, 
new shoes and are dressed up like princesses and princes 
once a year.   Loleseti Poasa 

Brigader Brooch for Lauren 

Lauren joined Girls’ Brigade at age five in Waitakere, later 

moving to Tawa as a Senior Brigader. Now as a Pioneer and 

Assistant Leader, Lauren has completed all the require-

ments to earn the Brigader Brooch, the highest National 

Award for Girls’ Brigade.  

We have been very fortunate to have Lauren with us and  

appreciate her work and commitment not only to us but to 

God, her family and her community.  

Lauren is currently working on her Queen’s Award badge. 

 

Taken any good photos 

lately? 

This year’s Picture Show categories are 

Flower/ Shadow or reflection/ the 

Church Year. 

See the brochure or the website . 

Mens’ Group 

The Mens’ Group celebrated the end of 

the year with a trip up the coast on the 

train to STEAM INC. After a guided tour 

around the old engines they headed to 

Finn’s Restaurant for lunch.  

The close connection between the 

Men’s Group and  MenzShed Tawa has 

benefitted both groups. The Men’s 

Group has some new members and 

Men’s Group members have active in 

getting the Shed ready for its opening.  

Anniversaries 

Congratulations to Chris and Shirley 

Gaunt and Ron and Helen Bichan who 

celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-

saries recently. 

And congratulations to Geoff and Ngaire 

Robinson who celebrated their 50th    

anniversary. 
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YAG Bags 
The Young Adults have spent some months on an eco friend-

ly fundraiser. They have been making and selling re-useable 

fruit and vegie bags to give people an alternative to single 

use plastic bags. Some of the YAG members have learned to 

sew in the process.  

 

Over one hundred bags have been made and the exercise 

was so successful that they have sold out. The group are dis-

cussing where the proceeds will be sent. 

 

Gifts for Longview 
This  the time of year we remem-
ber the residents of Longview and 
donate small gifts which will be 
given to them at their Christmas 
party. 

Sunday 9th December is the final 
day for gifts to be dropped and 55 
gifts are needed. 

Inexpensive gifts such as toiletries, 
perfume sachets, small tissues, 
sweets etc are suitable.  Please 
mark gifts man, woman or unisex 
and ‘not suitable for diabetic’ if 
sweets or chocolates. No candles 
please. Linen is supplied to all    
residents so face cloths, etc are 
not needed. 

Gifts can be left in the marked box 
in the foyer. 

Advent & Christmas Services   

(at 9.30am unless otherwise stated) 

9 December  Messy Church /Youth Group                

 Christmas Service 

16 December  Christmas Music Service 

23rd December  Advent Service 

24th December  11.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

25 December  9am Christmas Day Service 

Marian Bezett  

Congratulations to Marian   

Bezett, who has been present-

ed with a Gold Honour from 

the Women’s Institute. The 

award recognises over 60 years 

service to the organisation. 

Over the years Marian has    

organised meetings, branches, 

choirs, concerts and fundraising 

stalls and looked after branch 

finances. It has also kept her busy knitting and sewing for 

good causes. When the Tawa branch that met at Tawa Un-

ion closed Marian joined the Titahi Bay Institute. 

Marian has another notable bit  of long service as well– she 

has been a member of St Aidans & then Tawa Union Church 

for 59 years. 


