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Through Lives Like Ours 

Through Lives Like Ours is the title of a collection of pray-

ers written by members of Tawa Union Church. The book 

was launched at our 9.30am service on November  3rd.  

TUC has been gifted with some people who write won-

derful, thought full prayers. Ron Bichan started gather-

ing some of these prayers 7-8 years ago. ‘I asked people 

who had used a prayer in the service, that impressed 

me, to give me a copy of it. I made a collection of them 

in the hope that we would publish them someday,’ he 

said.  Our minister, Clare, had some study leave due and 

thought it was about time to bring Ron’s good idea to 

reality. She selected prayers from Ron’s collection, ob-

tained some more from Margaret Jenkins, got the Young 

Adult’s Group to write a few more and added some of 

her own.  

 

Wendy Russell helped with proof reading and David Bell from Auckland formatted and 

published it. A grant from the Methodist PAC Fund has allowed us to give each household 

on the church roll a free copy. If you would like further copies they are available from the 

church office at $5 each.  

Margaret Jenkins holds a copy of 

the book she helped to create. 

Women’s Group Christmas Dinner 
On November 27 almost 30 members and friends of TUC’s 
Women’s Group enjoyed an evening together over food. 
Thanks to Barbara and her kitchen crew for making it hap-
pen, (special thanks to Margaret Balneaves for bringing 
the brandy snaps).  

It was a great chance to catch up with one another. Dur-
ing the evening the group presented Clare with a bouquet 
of flowers and a farewell card. 
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Introducing the Church Council 
Chair 
 

I was born into a church family - my father, 

Donald, was an Army Chaplain, parish minis-

ter and director of Overseas Mission.  

I moved to Dunedin for Theological training 

1967 – 1969.  I was ordained into Waiono Par-

ish in Western Southland on 20 January 1970 

and married Elizabeth in January 1971. I was 

“dragged” away to become Youth Consultant 

for the Presbyterian 

and Methodist 

Churches based in 

Wellington from Feb 

1974 – Feb 1982.  I 

also served as Na-

tional Chaplain for 

the Girls’ Brigade.  

At the end of my 

church appointment I explored how the “real 

world” worked after having been brought up 

within the Church institution all my life.  I be-

came a consultant to a number of NZ compu-

ting companies. 

In 1994 I became Executive Director of the 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in NZ and the Pa-

cific Regional Consultant (an international ap-

pointment).  In 2001 I undertook an exchange 

for a year as a regional consultant covering 

SW England, based in Wiltshire.  I resigned 

from the Award after 8 years of service. We 

originally intended to be away from NZ for 

only a year or two but the period extended to 

14 years. 

We came back in a rush when my mother, 

Mavis, began to deteriorate after a fall at the 

beginning of 2015. We had promised Mavis 

we would be back permanently.  We re-joined 

Tawa Union and have been happily part of 

this worshipping community ever since. 

Glenn Duncan  

From the Minister 
Recently I preached about Francis of Assisi. The chorus, 
‘Make Me a Channel of your Peace’ has familiarised us 
with one of his most famous prayers. That prayer is 
beautifully written. Clearly Francis had a gift with 
words. Some of his sayings read like proverbs. 
The person who works with their hands is a labourer. 
The person who works with their hands and their head 
is a craftsperson. 
The person who works with their hands and their head 
and their heart is an artist. 
 
But Francis was also very aware that words are empty if 
they don’t match our living. ‘It is no use walking any-
where to preach,’ he said, ‘unless our walking is our 
preaching.’ I have been told that it was said about Fran-
cis that he could simply say the word ‘Love’, and people 
would respond, because Francis’ life unpacked what 
that meant in such a powerful way. 
 

Through our life together we, 
too, are called by God to un-
pack that word, ‘Love’. And in 
our own less eloquent, imper-
fect way that is what we do, all 
of us. Look at the love ex-
pressed in Through Lives Like 
Ours, our book of prayers. 
Think of the contributions to 
the community that flow out 
of this church, the faithfulness 
of those who enable worship 
and serve the church. Think of 

those who are there for family and those who are con-
cerned for the people who lack family support. 
 
Thomas Merton wrote, ‘Every expression of the will of 
God is in some sense a ‘word’ of God and therefore a 
‘seed’ of new life.’  
Keep sowing, TUC. In that wonderful, practical, no fuss 
way that you have, keep sowing. 
Grace and peace to you all,  Clare Lind. 

 Clare’s Farewell 
The Parish farewell for Reverend Clare Lind and 
husband, Don, will held on Sunday 22nd De-

cember. The church service will be at 
10am on this day, with a formal farewell after 

the service and a shared brunch for all. Please 
mark your calendars / diaries now.  
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Another Queen's Award for 4th Tawa 

Girls' Brigade. Lauren Spurdle joined Girls' Brigade 
when she was 5 years old in Auckland, following in her 
sister’s footsteps. Lauren joined Tawa Brigade in 2013 
when her family relocated to Tawa. Lauren was 
awarded her Brigader Brooch in 2016 and applied to 
Queen's Award in 2017.  

Lauren will be awarded her Queen's Award at Govern-
ment House on Saturday 7th December but she will 
be celebrating her achievement with the company, 
family and friends at the church on Monday 2nd De-
cember at Award Night.  

Lauren will be leaving Girls’ Brigade after twelve years 
and concentrating on studying at Victoria University 
next year.  

Lauren helping out at Girls’ Brigade. 

Thank you 
from Sian 
I feel like my time 
here has flown by, 
and yet at the same 
time, I feel like I 
have been here for-
ever! You are an 
amazing, eclectic 
bunch of people 
who have made me welcome and kept me on my toes. I 
have enjoyed being a part of your church family and  
the Tawa community. There is much I will miss as I 
move on to a different learning environment at Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Lower Hutt in February. 
 
Thank you so much, to you all, for making me so wel-
come, for encouraging me, and allowing me to try new 
things.  I pray that the Spirit of Christ remains at the 
heart of all that you do. 
Sian Scannell, KCML Ministry Intern 

Health and Safety 

One of our focuses this year is to make us more 

health and safety conscious. Those of us in-

volved with activities with children and young 

people have been worked our way through the 

Presbyterian church’s Warrant of Fitness train-

ing. It has made us more aware of the com-

plexity of situations that might arise in working 

with young people.  

We have appointed Sisilia Peini as our health 

and safety officer. She has experience in work-

ing in this area in her work place. 

18 people from Tawa Union Church and 

MenzShed  Tawa did some First Aid Training. 

Here is a group of them familiarising them-

selves with the CPR dummy. 

TUC Now Has a Defibrillator 

A defibrillator has just been installed in the 

church lounge. We are very grateful to the 

Male Voice Choir who put on a concert as a 

fundraiser, to help us to purchase  the unit. 

From pastures green and tussock brown, 

When sheep come in for shearing,  

Remember shepherds who bowed down  

With angels bright appearing. 

 

At night the Southern Cross afar 

Is seen in nature’s ceiling, 

Remember then that Eastern star, 

The way to kings revealing. 

 
A.J. Duncan from Carol Our Christmas 18 
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Introducing Tania Shackleton 
 

My Daughter (Sherilee) and I came to New Zealand for 

our  “OE” adventure in 2002. We lived in Invercargill and I 

worked at the Southern Institute of Technology and Sherilee 

completed her Diploma of Performing Arts at the SIT. 

We then moved to Dunedin where I did my BTHEOL and 

candidated for Ministry. Sherilee completed a BA in Per-

forming Arts.  

I did my formation training at Trinity College in Auckland and 

placement years in Christchurch. Sherilee completed a Grad-

uate diploma in teaching and learning (primary) at Canter-

bury University and now teaches in Doha, Qatar. In Christ-

church we experienced the earthquakes and that experience 

has taught us much, resilience, compassion and courage. 

We have had an amazing ad-

venture here in New Zealand 

and are grateful for all our 

many blessings. I am looking 

forward to the next adven-

ture as I believe God is always 

in the business of making 

new, and making alive, and 

making vibrant. 

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to 

continue that counts”  – Winston Churchill 

 

Congratulations Jackson 
Jackson Lacy has recently been elected 
to the Tawa Community Board. He is the 
youngest member on the community 
board. Jackson is keen and passionate 
about lending his voice to the communi-
ty. He says that coming along to Tawa 
Union Church has taught him a lot about 
Tawa and its people.  He has felt 
strengthened by the Tawa Community 
and is eager to pay it forward by helping 
serve the people of this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations too 
to Matamoana Nuku and Amelia Hoult 
who have just got engaged. 

and welcome 

to Leviticus Maligi, our newest member , 

who was baptised on December 1st.  

Leviticus is Leo’s baby brother, and Fisa 

and Leslie Maligi’s son.  

Tania’s service of induction to TUC is on Tuesday 

4th February at 7pm. 

Advent and Christmas Services  

(at 9.30am unless otherwise stated)  

 

8 December Messy Church /Youth Group  

 Christmas Service  

15 December Christmas Music Service  

22nd December 10am Advent Service  

24th December 11.30pm Carols by Candlelight  

25 December 9am Christmas Day Service  


